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The North Region is comprised of the 24 northernmost counties of the Lower Penin-
sula, which are: Alcona, Alpena, Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Crawford,
Emmet, Grand Traverse, losco, Kalkaska, Lake, Leelanau, Manistee, Mason, Missau-
kee, Montmorency, Ogemaw, Osceola, Oscoda, Otsego, Presque Isle, Roscommon,

and Wexford. Major routes include 1-75, US-127, US-23, US-131, and US-31.

The North Region continues to provide quality transportation services for Michigan’s
highly successful year-round tourism industry. Preservation of the existing system
remains a high priority. The effective passing relief lane program will be continued
through 2008, with more than 12 lane miles of passing relief lanes planned for the

next three years.

MDOT continues a strategy to address operational issues and the removal of conges-
tion points, wherever possible, to ensure the smooth flow of traffic. The department
also continues to address recreational and daily congestion problems in specific
locations such as Alpena, Cadillac, Gaylord, Grayling, Petoskey, and Traverse City.



2005 Accomplishments

Since 2001, approximately $373 million dollars has been invested in road, bridge
and safety projects in the North Region.

This translates to 313 miles of roadway reconstructed or rehabilitated, 137 non-
freeway miles resurfaced, 1,402 miles maintained, 18 miles of passing relief lanes
constructed, 14 miles of new roads constructed, and 10 bridges upgraded in the past
four years.

During FY 2005, the North Region worked on 82 projects worth more than $72 mil-
lion. Highlights of the 2005 construction program include:

US-23 Au Sable River Bridge deck overlay and railing in losco

County

This bridge carries US-23 traffic over the Au Sable River in Oscoda. The project
involved a deep overlay of the deck, replacing the existing railing with an aesthetic
tube railing, and adding a five-foot wide pedestrian walkway on the water side of the
bridge. This project simultaneously preserved the bridge and improved connectivity
in the area. Pedestrian traffic from the south now has access to the downtown Os-
coda area north of the Au Sable River.

Non-motorized corridor in Crawford County

Transportation Enhancement funding was used to complete a new section of non-
motorized pathway along M-93 in Crawford County. With the completion of this seg-
ment, bicyclists and other non-motorized travelers are now able to travel from Camp
Grayling all the way to Hartwick Pines State Park on a designated pathway.

Continuing focus on the US-131 corridor

Seven miles of southbound US-131 freeway in Osceola County and eight miles of the
non-freeway US-131 in Antrim County were preserved in 2005 to continue the cor-
ridor approach to upgrading the surface condition of this busy stretch of highway.

For the upcoming 2006 construction year, repairs are scheduled for 12 more miles of
south bound US-131 in Osceola and Wexford Counties.

Major Rehabilitation of 1-75 in Cheboygan County

Eight miles of I-75 north and southbound freeway in Cheboygan County were reha-
bilitated using a combination of Repair & Rebuild and Preserve First funding. Work
performed included full depth concrete pavement repairs, diamond grinding, and
new shoulders, in addition to rubblization and resurfacing of more than four miles of

this section.
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M-33 in Oscoda and Ogemaw Counties from south of the

county line to Mio

This busy tourist corridor was rehabilitated by crushing and shaping the existing
pavement, which was then utilized as the base for the new pavement. Detailed
schedules and timing allowed this work to be completed with minimal disruption to
vacation and seasonal travelers in the area.

I-75 from North Higgins Lake Road to US-127 and passing
relief lane construction on US-31 from Horton Bay Road to
Camp Dagget Road -

Letting dates were advanced from 2006 to 2005 for these two projects.

Six miles of major rehabilitation on north bound and south bound I-75 from North
Higgins Lake Road to US-127 in Crawford County, and 1 %2 miles of passing relief
lane construction on US-31 from Horton Bay Road to Camp Dagget Road in Emmet
County, will be constructed in 2006. These two projects are not shown on the project
listing because they were actually let early in September of 2005, at the end of the
fiscal year.

Five Year Road and Bridge Program

The road and bridge preservation projects identified in this 2006 to 2010 Five Year
Transportation Program for the North Region total approximately $159 million (Note:
this does not include $67 million in CPM work). Investment is allocated in the follow-
ing manner:

Amount in Millions of Dollars FY 2006 through FY 2010

North Region Other Funding Preserv;:ri‘;sst e I;rt(:::)s’ Total
Road Preservation $149 $4 $0 $153
Bridge Preservation $5 $1 $0 $6
Road & Bridge CPM $50 $0 $17 $67
Total 2006-2010 $204 $5 $17 $226

(Road Preservation amounts include Passing Relief Lane and Roadside facilities.)
Amounts are rounded to the nearest million dollars)

Capital preventive maintenance (CPM) projects are planned for a significant number
of pavements and structures that do not require extensive repairs during this Five
69 Year Plan period. The CPM projects are short-term fixes, adding from five to ten



years of life to a pavement or maintaining the existing bridge condition. The Jobs
Today investment initiative for the North Region will provide approximately $17 mil-
lion for CPM work over FY 2006 and FY 2007.

North Region Route Miles E&r:?g:rziﬁ::gges L
Total in Region 1,977 457
Scheduled Work 378 6
Percentage of Region 19% 1%

The 2006-2010 program for road preservation work reflects approximately 378 miles
(19 %) of the North Region’s 1,977 route miles of state trunklines during the next five
years, this includes over 8 route miles of new passing relief lanes.

The 2006-2010 program for bridge preservation work will address 6 (1%) of the
region’s 457 trunkline bridges and structures.

Public Involvement

Two meetings were held in the North Region on November 29, 2005. The first was
held in Traverse City. Nine citizens attended and several comments were emailed

to MDOT. Gratitude was expressed by several of the attendees for having Director
Jeff present the plan. Comments focused on preservation of the area’s abandoned
railroads for use as intermodal facilities. Also requests to improve the safety and
efficiency of high volume routes and intersections. The second meeting was held in
Gaylord, 40 citizens attended this meeting. They cited safety and strengthening the
state’s economy as the motivation behind their comments regarding the construction
of a second I-75 overpass on the south side of Gaylord. A second overpass is hoped
to relieve congestion on M-32 the primary east-west road in the region.

Corridor Improvement Strategies

Corridor improvement strategies are being developed and implemented as individual
projects. Targeted corridors are M-72, US-23, M-65, and M-115, as well as the major
north-south routes of I-75 and US-131. Access management planning, reconstruc-
tion, and passing relief lanes are being used to improve the heavily traveled M-72
corridor between Traverse City (US-31) and Grayling (I-75).

During this past construction season, the US-131 corridor strategy included repairing
and rebuilding 15 miles of highway in Osceola and Antrim Counties, as well the con-

struction of a limited-access transition from the end of the new freeway, south of the

Manistee River to north of M-113. This work included the construction of a roadside

park and a boat launch on the Manistee River. 20
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